Globalization and its
Disconnects
1992-2000+

The Clinton Years (877-881)

• (878) If a presidential election between Clinton and Bush was held prior to
1991 who may have won? Why do you think this? Why when the election
was held in 1992 did Clinton win?
• What was Clinton's famous phrase that guided his campaign?
• (879) What was Clinton's point of view regarding Socially and Economically?
• (880) What were the Clintons’ major goal as president and first lady? Did they
succeed? Why or why not?

• (880) Who is Newt Gingrich? What was the “contract with America” and
what did it argue?
• Did the contract with America gain any ground with the American people?
Discuss why you think this?
• What occurred in the winter of 1995 and 1996? Why did this happen?

• During Clinton's re-election in 1996 what did he declare was over?
• Who’s platforms did he incorporate into his own campaign?

• (Think) Think about Clinton’s presidency and his politics. A lot of people
would argue that Clinton was a great president, some will argue that he was
simply a great politician. What do you think? Why do you think this?
• (881) In 1998 Clinton was impeached? Why did this happen? Discuss the
politics of this event not just the road to his impeachment.

It’s the Economy Stupid – Clinton in Office
• Clinton in Office

• Movement away from Social and Economic Policies
of Reagan and Bush
•
•
•
•

Women and Blacks appointed to Key Positions
Pro Choice Justices to Supreme Court
Don’t Ask Don’t Tell – US Military
Earned Income Tax Credit – Expands for first time Since
Ford
•
•

Tax Deduction (Not Really a Payment) for Low income
Workers
Brought 4 Million Americans Out of Poverty

• NAFTA – Free Trade – Mexico / Canada / US

• Conservative America

• None Too Happy with Clinton – Newt Gingrich –
Conservative Republican – GA

• Campaigns Republicans on cutting taxes, end economic /
environmental regulations, end affirmative action, revamp
the welfare system
•

Republicans Take Control of Both Houses of Congress

• President V Congress

• Congress approves Cuts to social, educational, and
environmental programs
• President Does not approve and will not sign budget
•
•

Government Shuts down in 1994 (non-essential
operations)
Congress Blamed for fiasco – Gingrich’s popularity
plummets

Clinton - Domestic and International Affairs
(881-883)

• (882) What occurred in April 19th 1995? Who was responsible for
this event? Why did the bomber do this?
• What kind of terrorism is this? What happened in subsequent months to
memberships in various malcontent groups?

• (882) What occurred on April 20th 1999? Why does our book say this
occurred? Do a little research into this event. Why do you think this
happened?
• (882-883) Discuss Clinton’s foreign affairs. What events will happen
during Clinton’s presidency in Somalia and the Balkans?
• Discuss these events how did the United States address these issues?
What was the end result? Why did things end up the way they did?

• (883) How did Clinton approach the Arab – Israeli issue in the Middle
East? What results came of his administration? Did Clinton’s efforts
have any long term implications?
• (883) What are the Kyoto protocols? What happened after Clinton
signed these accords? Has America ever accepted the Kyoto
accords?

Clinton – International Politics
• Middle East and Clinton

• 1993 – Oslo Peace Accords
• Supported by Clinton

• Israel recognizes PLO (Palestinian Liberation
Organization)
• Hope to set a roadmap towards Middle East Peace
• Governments fail to implement roadmap – violence
soon resumes

• Camp David Accords

• Attempts at Peace treaty between Israel and
Palestine – Unsuccessful

• The Balkans

• Disintegration of Yugoslavia

• Communist Government Collapsed in 1989
• Ethnic Conflict between 5 Separate States in former
Yugoslavia
• Serbs in Bosnia (Christians) Launch a war against
Muslims and Croats
• Ethnic Cleansing and Mass Murder and Rape
• 100k Bosnians Dead by 1993

• US and NATO Deploy to Region to protect human
rights
• Attack Bosnian / Serbian Forces

• 1998 – Ethnic Cleansing once again

• Yugoslavian forces attacking Albanians in Kosovo
• US and NATO engage in 2 Month war against Yugoslavia

Economic Boom and Bust (884-886)

• (884) What happened to the American economy between 1991 and
1999? What changed about stock ownership between 1952 and
2000?
• What was the unemployment rate at the end of the 1990’s?
• What happened to household incomes for Americans of varying classes in
the later 1990’s?
• What happened to home ownership in the 1990’s?
• Despite this rise in incomes what happened to the gap between rich and
poor?

• (884-885) What were some of the causes of this rapid economic
development?
• How did Clinton and his advisers think would spur economic development
even further. What did they accomplish? Were they right?

• (885) What is NAFTA and GATT? What do each of these agreements
do?
• What is the WTO?

• (885) How did corporations take a role or perhaps take advantage of
the new globalized economy or expanding it? Give examples of
corporations and US export rates?

The 1920’s uhh… I mean 90’s
• The Dot Com Bubble

• By 2000 Majority Private Americans Own Stock
• Internet Based Trading / Pensions / 401k’s,
individual investment, mutual funds
• Investors rush into stocks – looking for the next big
internet based company – seeing internet as
businesses of the future

• 20% Jump in Market prices of S&P 500 from
1996-99
• NASDAQ increases 500% - home to most .com
companies / tech companies
• Most companies never turned a profit yet people
invested based on speculation and trading

• The Bubble Bursts

• Many Argue that the traditional methods don’t
apply in assessing the value of a company
• Proven Wrong

• April 14th 2000 the bubble bursts and the stock
market experiences its worst single day loss in
history
• Stock prices experience a decline on average for 3
years 2000 – 2002
• By 2001 the US economy was in a recession

History Finds Fraud in the Stock Market
• The Enron Syndrome

• The Boom the 1990’s had been fueled by fraud
• Arthur Anderson, JP Morgan Chase, Citi Group

• Developed Schemes to help push up stock values and
hide companies financial conditions
• Brokers to push worthless stock on the average
investor to make money

• Enron – Huston Based Energy Company

• Didn’t actually produce energy – Just bought and
Sold it

• Lost tons of money yet reported it was making a profit
• Stock prices begin to fall – Company insiders sell
stock and “jump ship”
• Average American investor – lacking insider
information a left holding worthless stock

• Corporate Corruption

• CEO’s paid lavish amounts of Money secretly by
Boards of Directors

• General Electric CEO – Jack Welsh Jr. given access to a
private Jet, a Manhattan appt. and payment of all
restaurant bills after his retirement
• He made $123 million in his last year at the
company

• The Reckoning

• Many CEO’s, Chairmen and Executives
eventually tried and convicted of Fraud / Sent
to prison for a very long time

The Election of 2000 – A New Century (886-887)

• (886-887) Who was / is Al Gore and George W. Bush? How do these
two politicians differ in the resume?
• During the election in 2000 what occurred in Florida? Why was this
election so controversial? Who won the popular vote? Who won the
election?
• How was the election finally determined? Who made the final decision to
end the recounts and call the election?
• Based on the close election how did people think Bush would govern? Did
this happen? How did George W. Bush Govern?

• (887) Upon taking office what did George Bush do in regards to the
1972 Anti-ballistic missile treaty with Russia and the Kyoto protocol?
How did the administration approach the Israeli-Palestinian peace
process?

The Election of 2000
• Clinton Finishes Second Term

• Al Gore (Clinton's VP) vs George W. Bush (Governor of
Texas and Son of President George HW Bush)
•
•

Popular vote – Al Gore wins by 540,000 votes out of 100
million = ½ of 1% of popular votes
Electoral College up for Grabs – Both Candidates need
Florida to Win
•

•

Democrats demand a hand recount of paper punch card ballots in
FL that machines couldn’t read
• FL Supreme Court Orders Recount
• December 12th 2000 US Supreme Court Orders end to
Recount
• Allows Governor of FL to Certify Winner
• Governor of FL was Jeb Bush – Brother of George W.
Bush

Supreme court Decision
•

All votes are subject to the “equal protection” clause of the
constitution
• All votes must be counted using a single standard
• Problem for FL being that each area voted slightly
differently using different technology

• 2000 Results

• Shows true division of Country – 50/50
• Electoral College 271/266 Smallest Margin since 1876
• Show deep set political and social fissures in America
•
•

Gore – North East / North West / West Coast / Urban Areas/
Minorities/ Women
Bush South / Mississippi Farm Belt / Rockies / Rural Areas /
White / Men

• Democrats blame 3rd party candidate Ralph Nader
(Green Party) and FL Ballots for loss
• Felons 600k lost the right to vote (black and Latino
primarily)

The War on Terrorism (887-889)

• (887 / Think) Discuss some parallels between Pearl Harbor in 1941 and the
attacks on September 11th 2001.
• (887) How did the United States respond to the September 11th attacks? What
became the priority of President Bush and the Nation?
• What organization was responsible for the September 11th attacks? What nation did
they operate out of? What political organization was in charge of this nation?
• (889) Who is Osama bin Laden?

• (Internet) What is the “Axis of Evil” What countries were included in this axis of
Evil? Why were they included?
• What evidence existed to tie these countries together?
• What is Preemptive War?

• (888) What is the USA PATRIOT Act? What did this act do? How can this act
be seen as the ‘dark side of patriotism?’
• At the time of the act how did Americans feel about the law?
• What new governmental department was created as a direct result of
September 11th? What do they do?

Bush in Office – International Policy
• Freedom of Action

• Saw international treaties as restraining
• Criticizes Clinton administration for
“nation building”

• Bush in office

• Announces Plans to Withdraw from
Anti-Ballistic Missile treaty of 1972

• Allows resumption of work on national
missile defense system

• Repudiated International Criminal
Court

• Established to try violators of human
rights

• Feared that it could assert jurisdiction over
Americans.

• Refused to abide by Kyoto Protocol of
1997

• Treaty to prevent global warming / climate
change by limiting greenhouse gas
emissions
• Feared that it could restrict American
production as we produced the most
greenhouse gas

• Outraged International Community and
Environmentalists in US

th and the Bush Doctrine
September
11
• September 11 Attacks – 9/11/2001
th

• 19 Al-Qaeda Terrorists Hijacked Four Passenger
Jets

• American Airlines Flight 11 / United Airlines Flight 175 –
Flown into Twin Towers in NYC
• American Airlines Flight 77 – Crashed into Pentagon in
DC
• United Airlines Flight 93 – Crashed in a Filed in
Shanksville PA
•

Belief that Passengers Fought to Take Aircraft back and
crashed in the process

• 3,000 Dead in Attacks Total

• Transformation of Policy

• Public / Grassroots Patriotism and National Pride
• Heroism of Firemen and Policemen / First Responders
• Bush Administration Benefits
•
•

Presidential Popularity Soars
Public Trust in Government Increases

• Bush Addresses Congress

• “Freedom and Fear are At War”
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZMj9g6WRLfQ
• “They hate freedom”

• Bush Doctrine

• Declares War on Terror

• Demands Surrender of Osama bin Laden – Taliban
Refuses – US invades Afghanistan October 7 2001

The Iraq War (889-890)

• (Internet) Research and watch President Bush’s Axis of Evil Speech
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3DqHyIcsO8E
• Do you see any past mistakes the United States may be repeating?

• (889) Discuss President Bush’s approach to foreign policy? How did he
define the world after September 11th? How did this impact international
views of the United States?
• What did Bush suggest the United States might do that really changed
international opinion of the United States?
• What Nation did the Bush administration set it sights on? How did he and top
advisors justify the invasion?

The
Iraq
War
• Tensions between US and the World Grow

• Become more evident with US involvement in Iraq

• Iraq -1991 Gulf War – Saddam Hussein
Maintains power despite defeat

• Hussein Doesn’t comply with many UN Mandates
requiring access by weapons inspectors
• Clinton Administration Routinely Bombs Iraq for failure
to comply

• Iraq in 2001

• Conservative 90’s politicians

• Vice President Dick Cheney, Secretary of Defense Donald
Rumsfeld – determined to oust Saddam Hussein
•

Believed large air campaign and small ground force
would be sufficient
• Belief that Iraqi people would rise up and assist
American intervention

• Colin Powel – Secretary of State – Didn’t think it would
be as easy as everyone thought
• Bush Administration Seizes popularity and support of
September 11th build support for invasion of Iraq
•

Claims that Saddam Hussein had “weapons of mass
destruction”
• Appeals to UN for intervention – UN agrees to step
up inspections but not military intervention
• US Goes to War without approval of UN –
Congress Authorizes president to use force if he
deemed it necessary

• Saddam Hussein

• No Connection to September 11th, Not an Islamic
Fundamentalist

The Iraq War

• Split of the Western World

• Massive public outcry in Western World
against Iraq War
• Many in America Object as well

• 10-15 Million participate in worldwide
demonstrations against the US
• Many former veterans of Vietnam and other US
conflicts also demonstrate
• Violations of International Law and the UN
Charter

• Other Objections

• Republican “realists” saw Iraq as a distraction
from the real enemy: Al Qaeda

• The US cannot unilaterally transform the middle
east into a bastion of freedom

• France, Russia, China, Germany – Refuse to
support US military action

• March 2003 – The US / Great Britain go
to war
• Operation Iraqi Freedom

• Occupation of Baghdad within 1 month
Hussein Captured quickly thereafter

• Put on trial in an Iraqi court and found guilty
ordering the killing Iraqi people during his
regime
• Sentenced to death and executed

The Iraq War Part 2 (889-892)

• (889/ 890) Did The Bush administration seek international approval
prior to invading Iraq?
•
•
•
•

What did they argue to the UN about Iraq?
What does the book say were the true motivations?
How did congress react?
(890) Did Iraq ever comply with UN Mandates? What did bush do when
things didn’t seem to be going his way?

• (892) Discuss the perception of the United States by people around
the world as a result of the Iraq war?
• How much was the war costing the United States (I don’t just mean
money)?

• (892) Some would consider the US’s involvement in Iraq another
Vietnam do you think this is accurate? Do some research on Iraq and
Vietnam to determine your answer.
• What happened in Iraq up through the end of Bush’s term in 2009? What
was the surge? Was it effective? Why was this effective / What changed
about American military policy to make it so? What had the US failed to
do?

Mission Accomplished?
• Fall of Hussein Regime

• Bush Declares Mission Accomplished
• Everything seems to go wrong

• Fall of Hussein – Loss of Uniting force of all
Iraqi's (A hate of Saddam Hussein)
• Mob / Sectarian violence

• Looting of Museums, libraries, government offices,
businesses, weapons caches
• Sunni – Shiite Conflicts Spark up
•

Shiite Majority wants revenge against Sunni minority
for Hussein rule

• Too few American forces to maintain order

• Some Elections

• Government was week and ineffective
• By 2006 CIA determines that Iraq had become a haven
for Terrorist Groups bent on attacking Americans
•

Had not been under Saddam Hussein

• Iraq on the Brink of Civil War

• Another Vietnam

• 200 Americans Die During Initial Invasion – 3000
die by 2006
• Estimates by Bush Administration – Iraq war would
cost 60billion – paid for by Iraqi oil reserves
•

By 2006 cost was 200 billion estimates of total cost at
2trillion

The World and the War
• Another Vietnam?

• Very different countries with very different histories

• Little Understanding of Region
• Distrusted Experts on the Region who argued against easy
victory and long term success
• Based war on information from exiled Hussein opponents
•

Exaggerated their own popularity and Support for America

• No Post War Planning

• Public Opinion

• Originally supportive

• Americans trusted government’s claims that Iraq had
something to do with September 11th
• Trusted Saddam had stockpiled weapons of mass
destruction
• No Calls for Public Sacrifice
•

No Draft, No tax increases

• Opinion Turns

• No Weapons of Mass Destruction – Discredits
administration
•

CIA and Intelligence Services had been saying this was the
case but these reports were ignored by administration

• Bush Attempts to switch direction from Weapons of Mass
destruction to spreading freedom
•
•

By 2007 most Americans consider the war a lost cause an
the war a mistake
Suspicion of grows for motive – Iraq has second largest Oil
Reserves

• Europe – Global Opinion surveys see America as a threat
to World Peace

Bush’s Second Term (892-893)

• (892) Discuss the Bush administration’s approach towards economic
affairs?
• (892) Who did bush appoint to the supreme court?
• (893) What is No Child Left Behind?
• (Think) How did bush’s approach to government seem to contradict traditional
republican philosophy?

• (893/894) What occurred in the Gulf of Mexico Area of the United States in
2005?
• As a result of the impact of Hurricane Katrina what did Howard Dean say about
poverty and race? How did he come to this conclusion?

• (894) Read the entire section titled “Economic Recession” and make a
chart, compare the recession here to the Great Depression?
• What caused the recession in 2005/6? Give a complete cause and effect chain.
• What is ‘too big to fail’ and ‘TARP’

Security and Liberty
• American Reaction to September 11th

• USA Patriot Act – Passed Quickly Through Congress
•

Authorized wiretaps, spying on citizens, opening of letters,
reading of e-mails, obtaining personal records from Universities
without notifying suspects etc.

• Unlike Previous Wars
•

Administration openly discouraged Anti-Muslim or Middle
Eastern sentiment
•

Still – 5000 foreigners detained 1,200 arrest - Many with no links to
terrorism
• Detention camp at Guantanamo Bay Cuba

• Infringement on Liberties

• Executive Order November 2001 Allows Secret Military
Tribunals for Non Citizens connected with terrorism
•

No Rights of the Accused

• American citizens were guaranteed rights unless declared
“enemy combatants”

• Power of the Presidency

• NSA Given Ability to eavesdrop on Telephone conversations
of American Citizens American Sympathy

• American Sympathy

• Many Accept infringement on liberties as part of the Post
Sept. 11th era of security – Most Targeted at Muslims
anyway
• Some Compare with Alien and Sedition Acts / Japanese
Internment / McCarthyism

The
Economy
Under
Bush
• Economic Chaos
• 2001 Recession – Economy Contracted
•

Began to grow again at the end of 2001 but businesses didn’t
make new investments or begin to generate new jobs

• Jobless Recovery

• Contraction of Technology
•
•

Computer Industry Shrank and lost 40% of it’s jobs
Shifting of Programing Jobs to India
•

• Job Loss
•

90% of Total job loss was in manufacturing
•
•

•

Well Educated and willing to work for far less than Americans

Textile production shifts to China and India
Maytag moves production to Mexico
• Pays workers 1/7 the amount of an American Worker

Union Membership Declines by 8% in Private Sector in 2006

• The Social Contract’s Elimination
•
•

Removal of Pensions from Most companies benefit’s packages
Reduction of health benefits for retired workers
•

•

Bottom of Economic Scale is hurt immensely but top of scale thrives
• Black and Latino unemployment 2x of White

Bush becomes the first president since Hoover to see a
sustained job loss over a four year term.

• Bush Proposes Tax Cuts – Upper 5% focused on and
benefits

• Supply Side Economics – Reduces tax on wealthy hoping for
investment and hiring – Increases federal deficit and
national debt
•

Republican Dominated Congress refuses to increase minimum
wage

Immigration and Learning From the Past (Internet /
Research)

• Discuss the Following Supreme Court Cases of the 2000’s and the
historical significance of these events.
•
•
•
•
•

What did the Supreme Court Say about Affirmative Action in 2003?
Lawrence v Texas
Rasul v Bush
Texas v Johnson
Hamdi v Rumsfeld

• Who is Nancy Pelosi and how did she make history in 2007?

Immigration in America
• Spring of 2006 – Immigration Debate

• Massive Growth over the past few years of
Hispanic Population of US
• 2005 12.5% of population were immigrants

• Issue – Many bypassed legal immigration routes

• 11 Million illegal aliens in the US 7 million
participating in workforce

• 1/5 of Domestic / Construction / Agricultural Workers
• Majority – Uneducated, low skilled: Decrease
wages at the bottom of economic scale
• Fill Jobs that had been vacant and American's
didn’t want to do
• Spending Money and most were paying taxes

• Bush Administration

• Former governor of Texas – Sought to win over
Hispanic voters – Downplays issues of illegal
immigration
• Echoes Reagan Admin – Talks of 1986 Amnesty to
Illegals
• Undermined by Congress and Conservative State
Governments

• State governments Crack down on illegals
• Congress passes a bill to make it a felony to be in the
country illegally or to offer aid to illegals.

Immigrant
Reactions
• Immigrant Rights Movements

• Massive Demonstrations in Spring 2006
• Legal and Illegal Alike – Large Scale Public
Demonstrations in New York, Chicago, LA,
Phoenix, Dallas (Largest in Nashville)

• “All that we want is to have a shot at the
American Dream”
• Some illegals had even fought in the Iraq
War

• Civil Rights / Church Groups – Compare
Immigration Laws to Fugitive Slave Acts
• Conservatives See Demonstrations as
“Ominous” and unpatriotic as they were
displaying flags of other nations

• Senate Bill

• Strengthen Boarders But provide Path to
Citizenship for illegals who were already
here
• House Refuses to Approve it

• Congressional Agreement

• One thing – Build a Big 700 mile long
fence along the US Mexico Border.

That’s It…We’re Done…
Except for….

2007
California Democrat Nancy Pelosi becomes the first woman speaker of the House and will preside over the 100th Congress. Democrats take control of both houses of Congress for the first time since 1994 (Jan. 4).
President Bush announces that a surge of an additional 20,000 troops will be deployed to Baghdad to try to stem the sectarian fighting (Jan. 10).
The Senate confirms Mike McConnell as the director of National Intelligence (Feb. 6).
U.S. Army Maj. Gen. George Weightman is removed from his post as head of the Walter Reed Army Medical Center. Army Secretary Francis Harvey steps down. Dismissals follow reports that patients have received inadequate care, have been caught in a maze of bureaucratic red tape, and
have been treated in dilapidated facilities. (March 2). Bipartisan presidential commission, set up in response to the inadequate treatment of troops at the Walter Reed Medical Center, suggests overhauling the system that makes disability and compensation determinations and improving
treatment for brain injuries and post traumatic stress (July 25).
Lewis “Scooter” Libby, former chief of staff to Vice President Dick Cheney, is found guilty of lying to FBI agents and to a grand jury in the investigation of who leaked to the press the name of a covert CIA agent. The agent, Valerie Plame Wilson, is married to Joseph Wilson, who in 2003
questioned the Bush administration’s claim that Saddam Hussein was pursuing a nuclear weapons program by seeking to obtain uranium from Niger (March 6). Libby is sentenced to 30 months in jail (June 5). President Bush commutes his sentence (July 2).
In hearings before the Senate and House, seven U.S. attorneys who were fired in late 2006 say they received inappropriate calls from Republican lawmakers or Justice Department officials regarding corruption cases they were investigating. They also say they felt pressured by the Justice
Department to keep quiet about their dismissals (March 6). Attorney General Alberto Gonzales tells Senate Judiciary Committee that although the process in which U.S. attorneys were fired was flawed, the dismissals were justified. Gonzales cites a bad memory more than 50 times when
he fails to answer questions about key parts of the dismissal process (April 19). Citing executive privilege, President Bush refuses to hand over any documents relating to the firing of U.S. prosecutors in 2006 and instructs Harriet Miers, Bush's former counsel, and Sara Taylor, the former
deputy assistant to the president and White House director of political affairs, to also refuse to testify (July 9). The House Judiciary Committee votes, 22 to 17, to hold Harriet Miers and White House chief of staff Joshua Bolten in contempt for refusing to testify about the dismissals (July
25). The White House announces that Alberto Gonzales has submitted his resignation (Aug. 27). Bush selects retired federal judge Michael Mukasey to replace Alberto Gonzales (Sep. 17). The Senate votes, 53 to 40, to confirm Mukasey as attorney general (Nov. 8).
Supreme Court rules, 5–4, that the Environmental Protection Agency has the authority to regulate automobile emissions of heat-trapping gases and that the agency cannot shirk its responsibility to do so unless it provides a scientific reason (April 2).
President Bush vetoes the $124 billion spending bill passed by Congress for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. The bill called on the Bush administration to establish benchmarks for the Iraqi government that, if met, set a timetable for the withdrawal of U.S. troops from Iraq. It was only the
second time in Bush's presidency that he used the veto (May 1).
President Bush vetoes legislation, passed by Congress, that eases restrictions on federal funding of embryonic stem cell research (June 7).
The minimum wage increases to $5.85, up from $5.15. It's the first increase in 10 years. The wage will increase 70 cents each year through 2009, when it will be $7.25 an hour (July 24).
President Bush signs law that legalizes government eavesdropping of telephone conversations and emails of American citizens and people overseas without a warrant as long as there is a "reasonable belief" that one party is not in the United States (Aug. 5).
Karl Rove, highly influential and controversial advisor to President Bush, announces his resignation (Aug. 13).
In highly anticipated testimony, Gen. David Petraeus tells members of the House Foreign Affairs and Armed Services committees that the U.S. military needs more time to meet its goals in Iraq. U.S. Ambassador to Iraq Ryan Crocker also testifies, saying that while Iraqi leaders and the
people are capable of—and desire to—bridge the sectarian divide, "I frankly do not expect that we will see rapid progress" (Sep. 10).
President Bush signs an energy bill that requires passenger vehicles sold in the U.S. to have fuel economy standards of 35 mpg by 2020, a 40% increase over the current standard. Measure also calls for an increase in the production of ethanol and other biofuels to 36 billion gallons a year by
2022, up from the current 5 billion (Dec. 19).
2008
Jan. 3: The presidential primary season begins with Democrat Barack Obama and Republican Mike Huckabee.
Feb. 5: Arizona senator John McCain emerges as the clear front runner among Republicans in the Super Tuesday primary races. On the Democratic side, New York senator Hillary Clinton wins big states such as California and Massachusetts, but Illinois senator Barack Obama takes more
states.
March 4: Sen. John McCain has enough delegates to secure the Republican presidential nomination.
March 8: President George W. Bush, saying intelligence officials must have "all the tools they need to stop the terrorists," vetoes legislation that would have outlawed all methods of interrogation that are banned in the Army Field Manual, which prohibits waterboarding and other harsh
techniques that have been used by the CIA.
March 18: Sen. Barack Obama delivers a pivotal speech on race, denouncing the provocative remarks on race made by his former pastor, Rev. Jeremiah Wright, Jr., but explains that the complexities of race in America have fueled anger and resentment among many African Americans.
March 11: The government begins to intervene in the U.S. financial system to avoid a crisis. The Federal Reserve outlines a $200 billion loan program that lets the country's biggest banks borrow Treasury securities at discounted rates and post mortgage-backed securities as
collateral. March 16: The Federal Reserve approves a $30 billion loan to JPMorgan Chase so it can take over Bear Stearns, which is on the verge of collapse.
May 15: California's Supreme Court rules, 4 to 3, that same-sex couples have a constitutional right to marry.
May 20: Senator Edward Kennedy, a Democrat from Massachusetts who's been in office since 1963, is diagnosed with malignant glioma, a brain tumor.
June 3: On the final day of the 2008 primary season, Sen. Barack Obama secures 2,154 delegates and becomes the presumptive Democratic presidential nominee. He's the first black candidate to head a major party ticket in a presidential election. Aug. 28: Obama accepts the Democratic
presidential nomination, becoming the first African American to be selected by a major party as its nominee for president.
June 12: The U.S. Supreme Court rules, 5 to 4, that prisoners at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, have a right to challenge their detention in federal court.
June 26: The U.S. Supreme Court rules, 5 to 4, that the Constitution protects an individual's right to possess a gun, but insists that the ruling "is not a right to keep and carry any weapon whatsoever in any manner whatsoever and for whatever purpose."
Sep. 4: Sen. John McCain accepts the the Republican presidential nomination.
Sep. 29: An internal inquiry by the U.S. Justice Department's inspector general and its Office of Professional Responsibility reports "significant evidence that political partisan considerations were an important factor in the removal of several of the U.S. attorneys." (Nine federal prosecutors
were fired in 2006.)
Oct. 1: The U.S. Senate ratifies an agreement that allows India to buy nuclear fuel on the world market for its reactors as long as it uses the fuel for civilian purposes only.
Oct. 10: Connecticut's Supreme Court rules that a state law that limits marriage to heterosexual couples and a civil union law that protects gay couples violate equal protection rights guaranteed by the constitution.
Oct. 27: A jury finds Sen. Ted Stevens (R-AK) guilty of seven felony charges for lying on financial disclosure forms and failing to report more than $250,000 in gifts from the VECO Corporation, one of Alaska's biggest oil-field contractors.
Nov. 4: Democratic senator Barack Obama wins the presidential election against Sen. John McCain, taking 338 electoral votes to McCain's 161. Obama becomes the first African American to be elected president of the United States. Also in the election, Democrats increase their majority in
the House and pick up five seats in the Senate.
Nov. 4: Voters in California narrowly pass a ballot measure, Proposition 8, that overturns the May 15, 2008, California Supreme Court decision that said same-sex couples have a constitutional right to marry.
Dec. 19: President George W. Bush announces plans to lend General Motors and Chrysler $17.4 billion to survive the next three months.

2009
Jan. 15: After allegedly striking a flock of geese, US Airways Flight 1549, en route from La Guardia Airport, New York City, to Charlotte, N.C., is forced to land in the Hudson River. All 150 passengers and 5 crew members survived. The pilot, Chesley B. "Sully" Sullenberger III, was hailed as the
"Hero of the Hudson" for his quick thinking and deft landing of the plane.
Jan. 20: Hundreds of thousands of people watched in front of the Capitol as President Barack Obama and Vice President Joe Biden are sworn into office. Obama makes history as the first African-American president.
Jan. 22: President Obama signs executive orders closing all secret prisons and detention camps run by the CIA, including the infamous Guant�namo Bay prison in Cuba, and banning coercive interrogation methods.
Jan. 31: Michael Steele is selected by the Republican National Committee to be its new chairman. He is the first African-American to hold the position.
Feb. 27: President Obama announces his intention to withdraw most American troops from Iraq by August 31, 2010. As many as 50,000 troops will remain there for smaller missions and to train Iraqi soldiers.
March 2: Insurance giant American International Group reports a $61.7 billion loss for the fourth quarter of 2008. A.I.G. lost $99.3 billion in 2008. The federal government, which has already provided the company with a $60 billion loan, will be giving A.I.G. an additional $30 billion, making it
the largest company loan the government has provided during the bailout. March 14: A.I.G. announces they will pay top executives more than $165 million in bonuses, despite having received $170 billion in bailout funds from the U.S. government. The company claims the bonuses were
promised in contracts and are no longer negotiable. Nearly 80% of A.I.G. is now owned by the federal government. March 16: President Obama has asked Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner to pursue all "legal avenues" in order to block the bonuses to A.I.G. executives.
March 6: Unemployment in the U.S., which has been steadily growing for several months, reaches 8.1% in February 2009. This is the highest rate since 1983.
March 12: Bernard Madoff, who has admitted to operating a massive Ponzi scheme that defrauded his many clients out of billions of dollars over the past 20 years, pleads guilty to 11 counts of fraud, money laundering, perjury and theft. The judge revoked bail and remanded the financial
swindler due to his relatively high flight risk.
April 2: Rod Blagojevich, the former governor of Illinois charged with attempting to sell President Obama's vacated senate seat to the highest bidder, is indicted on 19 charges, 16 of them felonies.
April 3: The Iowa Supreme Court unanimously rejects a state law banning same-sex marriage. April 27: Same-sex couples are granted marriage licenses for the first time in Iowa. Iowa is the third state to allow same-sex marriages, after Massachusetts and Connecticut.
April 7: Vermont becomes the fourth U.S. state to legalize same-sex marriage, just days after Iowa becomes the third. The legislature votes to override Governor Jim Douglas's veto of a bill allowing same-sex couples to marry, nine years after the state became the first in the nation to allow
civil unions. Vermont is the first state legislature to legalize the practice; the other three U.S. states' approval of same-sex marriage came from the courts.
April 13: President Obama announces that Cuban-Americans will no longer be restricted from visiting and sending money home to family. American companies will also be able to provide telephone services to Cuba. The original embargo will remain in effect until Congress votes otherwise.
April 26: After confirming 20 cases of swine flu in the United States, including eight in New York City, the U.S. declares the outbreak a public health emergency.
April 30: Justice David H. Souter announces he is retiring from the U.S. Supreme Court when the current term ends in June. He was appointed by President George H. W. Bush in 1990. This will be the first Supreme Court pick for President Obama.
May 6: Gov. John Baldacci of Maine signs a bill legalizing same-sex marriage. The law will not go into effect until summer 2009.
May 11: Gen. David McKiernan, the top U.S. commander in Afghanistan, is fired and replaced by Lt. Gen. Stanley McChrystal. Defense Secretary Robert Gates says McKiernan brought too conventional an approach to the war and the Pentagon wanted a more innovative leader.
May 26: President Obama announces his nomination of New York federal appeals judge Sonia Sotomayor to the Supreme Court.
May 26: The California Supreme Court upholds the ban on same-sex marriage, solidifying the vote made by California residents last November. The 18,000 same-sex couples who were married before the ban went to effect are still legally married, however.
June 18: The Supreme Court rules in a 5–4 decision that prisoners have no right to a DNA test to prove their innocence long after they are convicted of a crime. The Court claims that most states already have laws in effect concerning DNA testing, so a federal law is unnecessary.
June 30: Nearly eight months after the election and a long battle over a recount, the Minnesota Supreme Court rules that Al Franken (Dem.) wins the U.S. senate seat for Minnesota. The final recount gives Franken a 312-vote lead. His rival, Norm Coleman (Rep.) concedes. Franken's win
gives the Democrats in the Senate the filibuster-proof 60-seat majority they have been hoping for.
Aug. 6: The Senate approves, 68 to 31, the nomination of Sonia Sotomayor to the U.S. Supreme Court. She's the first Hispanic Supreme Court justice and the third woman to serve on the Court.
Aug. 25: Senator Edward "Ted" Kennedy, a fixture in the Senate for 46 years, dies of brain cancer at the age of 77. Sep. 24: Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick names Paul Kirk, former Democratic National Committee chairman and friend of the late Ted Kennedy, as Kennedy's temporary
replacement in the Senate.
Oct. 19: The federal government announces it will no longer prosecute those who use or sell marijuana for medical reasons, if they are complying with state law.
Nov. 3: Maine voters overturn a law allowing same-sex marriage, which had been instated by the state governor in May 2009. Maine is the 31st state to block same-sex marriage through a public referendum.
Nov. 5: A shooting at the Fort Hood army post in Texas kills 13 and injures 29. Ten of those killed are military personnel, while one is a civilian. Maj. Nidal Malik Hasan, an army psychiatrist, is the alleged shooter. He was shot four times by an officer on the scene, but he survived the
attack. Nov. 12: Hasan is charged with 13 counts of premeditated murder; he will be tried in military court.
Nov. 10: John Allen Muhammad, known as the D.C. sniper who killed 10 people in shooting spree in Maryland and Virginia in 2002, is executed in a Virginia prison.
Dec. 1: President Obama announces that the U.S. military will be sending an additional 30,000 troops to Afghanistan, in an attempt to prevent further Taliban insurgencies. The troop surge will begin in Jan. 2010, and will bring the total number of American troops in Afghanistan to 100,000.
Dec. 25: A Nigerian man on a flight from Amsterdam to Detroit allegedly attempted to ignite an explosive device hidden in his underwear. The explosive device that failed to detonate was a mixture of powder and liquid that did not alert security personnel in the airport. The alleged
bomber, Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, told officials later that he was directed by the terrorist group Al Qaeda. (Dec. 26): Officials charge Abdul Farouk Abdulmutallab with trying to blow up the Detroit-bound airliner on Christmas Day. The suspect was already on the government's watch list
when he attempted the bombing; his father, a respected Nigerian banker, had told the U.S. government that he was worried about his son's increased extremism. (Dec. 28): Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, a group based in Yemen, takes responsibility for orchestrating the attack.
Jan. 29: President Obama signs his first bill into law: the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, an equal-pay act. The law expands workers' rights to sue in pay disputes.
Jan. 9: Unemployment is at a 16-year high, 7.2%, according to the Labor Department. 524,000 jobs were lost in December 2008, for a total of 2.6 million in 2008.
The U.S. Labor Department reports that January 2009 saw 598,000 jobs lost, the highest number since December 1974.
Feb. 17: President Obama signs the $787 billion stimulus package into law. The president's hope is that the package will create 3.5 million jobs for Americans in the next two years.
April 30: Chrysler files for bankruptcy protection while entering into a partnership agreement with Fiat. It is the first time since 1933 that an American automaker has been forced to restructure under bankruptcy protection.
June 1: General Motors files for bankruptcy and announces it will close 14 plants in the United States.
Sept. 9: The Federal Reserve releases a survey that concludes that the economy is showing signs of slow recovery. Credit conditions and retail sales remain down, but other aspects of the economy, such as employer hiring in some markets, are improving.
Oct. 21: The Obama administration orders pay cuts for the top-paid employees at those firms that received the most stimulus money. The top 25 earners at seven of the companies that received the most taxpayer money will have compensation cut up to 50%.

2010
Jan. 3: The Transportation Security Administration announces stricter screening requirements for passengers traveling by air to the U.S. from 14 countries, including Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and Nigeria. Passengers with passports or originating flights from any of the countries on this list will
be required to undergo full-body pat downs and extra scrutiny of carry-on luggage. More advanced screenings will also be necessary at certain airports. The new regulations result from the attempted bombing by a Nigerian citizen on December 25. Jan. 6: Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, the
Nigerian man accused of attempting to detonate a suicide bomb on an airplane bound for Detroit, Michigan on December 25, 2009, is indicted on six counts. Charges include attempted murder and attempted use of a weapon of mass destruction.
Jan. 19: In a stunning upset, Republican Scott Brown, a former member of the state senate, wins a special election in Massachusetts for Ted Kennedy's vacated U.S. Senate seat, beating Democrat Martha Coakley, the state attorney general, by a wide margin. His victory marks the end of
the Democrats' "super" majority in the Senate and raises questions about the viability of the Democratic party and the pending health-care reform bill. Kennedy passed away in Aug. 2009, ending a 46-year run in the Senate.
Jan. 21: In a 5�4 decision, the U.S. Supreme Court rules that the government cannot restrict the spending of corporations for political campaigns, maintaining that it's their First Amendment right to support candidates as they choose. This decision upsets two previous precedents on the
free-speech rights of corporations. President Obama expressed disapproval of the decision, calling it a "victory" for Wall Street and Big Business.
Jan. 28: The U.S. Senate agrees to give Ben Bernanke, Chairman of the Federal Reserve Board, another term, a 70–30 vote. This will be Bernanke's second, four-year term.
Jan. 29: A jury finds Scott Roeder, charged with first-degree murder for killing George Tiller—a doctor known for performing late-term abortions—guilty. Tiller was killed in May 2009 in his own church. Roeder claims he killed Tiller to stop the abortions the doctor was performing.
Feb. 1: President Obama presents to Congress his 2011 budget of $3.8 trillion and his 10-year budget plan. The budget includes a $1.6 trillion deficit in the next fiscal year, which begins in October, and then steadily declines over the following 10 years. Included in the budget are cuts to
domestic programs and spending; some programs, including NASA's return trips to the moon, will be eliminated all together
Feb. 2: Following President Obama's State of the Union Declaration that he wants an end to the military policy "Don't Ask, Don't Tell," which forbids openly gay men and women to serve in the military, top officials at the Department of Defense look for a way to end the law. Admiral Mike
Mullen, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, announces that he feels repealing the policy is "the right thing to do." Defense Secretary Robert Gates says he will follow through with Obama's orders.
Feb. 5: The unemployment rate drops to 9.7% in January 2010, down from 10% in December, reports the Labor Department. An additional 20,000 jobs were lost. Both numbers show that the economy is beginning to improve, as they demonstrate a decline in joblessness in the United
States following the recession.
Feb. 12: Amy Bishop, a professor at the University of Alabama in Huntsville, is arrested after allegedly killing three faculty members and wounding three others at the university in a shooting rampage. Bishop was upset over recently being denied tenure in the biology department.
Feb. 18: A man crashes his plane into an office of the Internal Revenue Service in Austin, Texas, killing himself and one other person. Apparently the pilot, Andrew Joseph Stack III, was holding a grudge against the government and the tax system. Thirteen others were injured.
Feb. 22: President Obama announces his detailed plan for a health-care reform bill. The plan closely follows the version currently in the Senate. Obama asks Republicans to submit their ideas or agree to his version of the bill.
Mar. 11: Thousands of rescue and cleanup workers—who worked for months in Ground Zero after the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001—reach a settlement with New York City over their health claims. The deal is worth approximately $657.5 million. The 10,000 plaintiffs will be
awarded settlement money according to the severity of their illnesses and the time worked in the disaster zone. Money for the settlement will come from a federally financed insurance company that covers the city.
Mar. 21: The House of Representatives passes a bill that will overhaul the American health-care system. The bill will be sent to President Obama to sign into law. Among other things, the bill will allow children to stay on their parents' health insurance plans until the age of 26, prevent
insurance companies from denying coverage due to a patient's "pre-existing conditions," subsidize private insurance for low- and middle-income Americans, and require all Americans to have some sort of health insurance. The budget office estimates that the law will reduce federal budget
deficits by $143 billion over the next 10 years. The government plans to earn money for the law with a tax on high-cost employer-sponsored health plans and a tax on the investment income of the wealthiest Americans. Mar. 23: President Obama signs the health-care overhaul bill, called
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, into law. Mar. 30: Obama signs the "reconciliation" bill, which outlines minor changes and additions to the new health-care act, coupled with the bill that overhauls the student loan industry. The health care revisions were drafted by the U.S.
Senate as a measure to prevent Republicans from filibustering the original health-care bill.
Apr. 1: The Environmental Protection Agency issues formal guidelines for the amount of greenhouse gas emissions cars will be able to produce. The new emissions and mileage standards would mean that combined fuel economy average for new vehicles must be 35.5 by 2016.
Apr. 5: President Obama announces a revised American nuclear strategy that will limit the instances in which the U.S. will use nuclear weapons. Part of the strategy includes renouncing the creation of new nuclear weapons. However, Obama points out that exceptions will be made to
countries such as Iran and North Korea who have violated the nuclear proliferation treaty in the past. This announcement significantly changes the protocol of past administrations; the United States is declaring for the first time its commitment not to use nuclear weapons against
nonnuclear states.
Apr. 9: Supreme Court Justice John Paul Stevens announces he will retire this summer, after serving on the court for 35 years. Though he was appointed in 1975 by a Republican president, Gerald Ford, and considered a moderate conservative at the time, he has proved to be one of the
most reliably liberal-voting judges on the court. Stevens is the most senior member of the court. President Obama promises to name his nominee for the position quickly; it will be the second opportunity for Obama to select a Supreme Court justice in his first two years of office. His first
pick, Sonia Sotomayor, proved divisive and controversial, but was confirmed to the position in August 2009.
Apr. 23: The governor of Arizona, Jan Brewer (Rep.), signs into law the country's toughest immigration bill. It is designed to identify and deport illegal immigrants. Law enforcement officials are now allowed to ask those people suspected of being illegal immigrants for their proof of
citizenship or visas.
May 2: After discovering a bomb in a smoking vehicle parked in Times Square, in New York City, police evacuated several blocks around the popular tourist spot. The bomb was made of propane, gasoline, and fireworks and did not explode. A T-shirt vendor in the area saw the smoking car
and alerted the authorities. May 3: Federal agents and New York City police arrest a man in conjunction with the Times Square car bomb. The man, Faisal Shahzad, is Pakistani but recently became a naturalized U.S. citizen and has been living in Connecticut with his family. Authorities are
investigating whether Shahzad was working with a terrorist group or alone. May 4: Terrorism suspect Faisal Shazhad is charged with attempted use of a weapon of mass destruction and several other federal charges related to explosives. Shahzad admitted to the crime and claims to have
worked alone. May 5: American officials announce that the Pakistani Taliban likely played a role in the Time Square bomb plot, including training the suspect in the case, Shahzad. May 13: The F.B.I. takes three Pakistani men into custody for their alleged role in the Times Square bomb plot.
The men are under suspicion for providing money to Faisal Shazhad so he could carry out the plot.
May 10: President Obama selects Solicitor General Elena Kagan as his nominee for the Supreme Court Justice position that will be vacated by Justice John Paul Stevens this summer. Kagan is a scholar and a lawyer, and was the first female dean of Harvard Law School, has served on all three
branches of the Federal Government, and has been the Solicitor General in the Obama administration. She has no prior judicial experience however, a qualification that hasn't been lacking in a justice for forty years.
June 4: President Obama names Lt. Gen. James R. Clapper Jr. as the new director of national intelligence. Clapper is tasked with improving the coordination between the 16 U.S. spy and intelligence agencies. The former director, Adm. Dennis C. Blair, was forced out of the job two weeks
earlier.
June 23: After a controversial interview with Rolling Stone that included some demeaning remarks about President Obama and his administration, General Stanley McChrystal is relieved of his position as commander of the American Forces in Afghanistan and replaced by his boss, General
David Patraeus.
June 28: The Supreme Court rules in a 5-to-4 decision that the Second Amendment's guarantee, the right to bear arms, applies to local and state gun control laws. Justice Samuel Alito, who spoke for the majority, said the right to self defense is fundamental to American civil liberties. The
decision is a particular blow to local government in Chicago and Oak Park Illinois, where handguns are essentially banned.
July 6: The United States Justice Department files a lawsuit against the state of Arizona in protest of its new immigration law, which allows law enforcement professionals to question suspected illegal immigrants of their immigration status. The U.S. government claims that immigration is a
federal issue, not to be enforced by state governments, due to the possibility that their laws would interfere with federal cases and issues. July 28: A federal judge blocks key sections of the Arizona immigration law, including law enforcement's ability to request legal documentation of U.S.
citizenship from suspected illegal immigrants, and the requirement for immigrants to carry papers at all times. A less controversial version of the immigration enforcement law will still pass.
July 15: Congress approves a landmark financial regulation bill, strongly supported by President Obama and by and large the Democratic Party. The bill increases the number of companies that will be regulated by government oversight, a panel to watch for risks in the financial system, and
a consumer protection agency. Some Democrats and critics argue that the bill is not tough enough; Republicans claim it gives the government too much power in the business sector.
July 15: Goldman Sachs has agreed to $550 million settlement with the federal government after being accused of misleading investors during the subprime mortgage crisis and housing market collapse. Goldman Sachs reported a profit of $13.39 billion in 2009.
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Aug. 4: A federal judge strikes down the voter-approved gay marriage ban in California, calling the law unconstitutional. Judge Vaughn Walker, the chief judge of the Federal District Court of the Northern District of California, claims that the law,
which was voted into place with 52% of the vote in 2008 as Proposition 8, discriminates against gay men and women. Aug. 12: Judge Walker lifts the stay on the banning of gay marriage in California, allowing same-sex couples to marry while higher
courts consider the matter. He delays implementation of the order until August 18, however. Aug. 16: A U.S. appeals court rules that same-sex couples cannot marry in the state of California while the court considers the constitutionality of the
ban.
Aug. 5: The United States Senate votes 63 to 37 to confirm President Obama's most recent nominee to the U.S. Supreme Court, Elena Kagan, as the newest Justice. Kagan is only the fourth woman to ever hold this position, and she'll be the third
female member of the current bench, joining Ruth Bader Ginsburg and Sonia Sotomayor.
Aug. 31: Seven years after the war in Iraq began, President Obama announces the end of Operation Iraqi Freedom with a withdrawal of combat troops. Obama emphasizes that U.S. domestic problems, mainly the flailing economy and widespread
unemployment, are more pressing matters to his country. The U.S. will continue to be a presence in Iraq, mainly with civilian contractors but also with a smaller military contingent of approximately 50,000 troops. The remaining troops are
scheduled to leave Iraq by the end of 2011.
Sept. 7: President Obama announces that he will not approve an extension of the Bush-era law that gives a tax break for the wealthy, or those families who earn over $250,000 per year and individuals who earn over $200,000 annually. President
George W. Bush passed the tax cuts for those in the higher income bracket in 2001.
Sept. 16: The percentages of American living below the poverty line, or $10,830 for an individual and $22,050 for a family of four, reached 15-year high in 2009, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. Over 44 million people, or 14.3 percent of
Americans, are considered living in poverty. The U.S. is experiencing its worst economic period since the Great Depression.
Sept. 21: Lawrence Summers, the chief architect of President Obama's economic policy and head of the National Economic Council, is leaving his position with the White House. Several of Obama's top advisors have recently left; the White House
says Summers' exit was long planned and that he'll be returning to his tenured position at Harvard.
Oct. 12: U.S. District Judge Virginia Phillips, of California, orders the government to stop the enforcement of the "Don't Ask, Don't Tell Law," which forbids gays and lesbians from openly serving in the U.S. military. Defense Secretary Robert
Gates announces that ending the enforcement of the law so abruptly would have negative effects on the men and women currently serving in the military, though President Obama and his administration officially oppose the law. Gates claims
Congress should decide on the validity of the law. The ban has been in place for 17 years. Oct. 20: A federal appeals court temporarily stalls the U.S. district court decision to allow gays to serve openly in the military. The military will continue to
enforce the Don't Ask, Don't Tell policy for the time being.
Nov. 4: The Republican Party gains control of the House of Representatives in the midterm elections, but the Democratic party retains the majority in the Senate. Two members of the Tea Party also have victories, Rand Paul of Kentucky and Mark
Rubio of Florida. Senate majority leader Harry Reid wins his reelection in Nevada and his fellow Democrats win key Senate races across the country; therefore, Reid maintains his leadership position. Representative John Boehner of Ohio is poised
to become the new Speaker of the House, replacing Democratic Representative Nancy Pelosi of California.
Nov. 24: Tom Delay, the former House Majority Leader from Texas, is convicted of money laundering and conspiracy to commit money laundering involving corporate campaign contributions. He faces up to 99 years in prison in his sentencing.
Nov. 30: After surveying 115,000 active-duty and reserve service members in a nine-month study, the Pentagon announces that repealing the "Don't Ask, Don't Tell," law, which forbids gay and lesbian service members from serving openly in the
military, will not affect the military's strength. Of those military personnel surveyed, 70 percent believed repealing the law would impact their units in a positive, mixed, or neutral way.
Dec. 2: The House of Representatives votes 333–79 to censure Representative Charles Rangel (Dem., N.Y.) for ethics violations, including failure to pay income taxes and improperly soliciting donations. Censure is the worst punishment Congress
can give to a member, short of expulsion. Rangel is the 23rd member of the House to be censured.
Dec. 2: The House of Representatives votes 264–157 to pass the child nutrition bill, which expands the scope of the current school lunch program and implements improvements to the overall health of the foods available and provided through that
program. The Senate previously passed the bill unanimously. The program will cost approximately $4.5 billion to implement; about half of that budget will be provided by a cut to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, better known as
food stamps.
Dec. 13: Henry Hudson, a federal judge from Virginia, rules that one of the main provisions of the health-care form law is unconstitutional. The ruling claims that under the Commerce Clause, a law requiring all Americans to hold health insurance,
as the reform law states, is beyond the regulatory power of the federal government. The judge does not request that the implementation of the act be suspended, however.
Dec. 18: The Senate votes 65 to 31 in favor of repealing Don't Ask, Don't Tell, the Clinton-era military policy that forbids openly gay men and women from serving in the military. Eight Republicans side with the Democrats to strike down the ban.
The repeal is sent to President Obama for his final signature. The ban will not be lifted officially until Obama, Defense Secretary Robert Gates, and Admiral Mike Mullen, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, agree that the military is ready to
enact the change and that it won't affect military readiness. Dec. 22: President Obama officially repeals the "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" military policy.
Dec. 22: After years of debate and compromise, Congress passes a $4.3 billion health bill for the rescue workers involved in the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks in New York City. The bill will cover $1.8 billion in health-care costs for the 60,000 rescue
workers registered for monitoring and treatment; the City of New York will pay 10% of the bill's overall costs. The bill will also reopen the September 11 Victim Compensation Fund for five years, which provides money to compensate for job loss.
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