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GOAL:
The overall purpose of this assignment is to provide you with an opportunity to enrich your appreciation for the daunting challenges that have faced many Americans. Ultimately you will use your own reading to generate a report on the life and accomplishments of a president of the United States or some other MAJOR prominent American (examples may include: Martin Luther King Jr. / Benjamin Franklin / Wright Brothers / Henry Ford / John D. Rockefeller / Andrew Carnegie / Rosa Parks / Harriet Tubman / Amelia Earhart / Martha ‘Calamity’ Jane Canary / Andy Warhol / Barbara Walters / Oprah Winfrey … etc.)  
PRODUCT:
You will write a 7-10 page essay as a culminating reflection about the biography or autobiography of two prominent Americans. One biography will be due at the conclusion of each semester.  
BOOK CRITERIA: The book you select must be a scholarly written biography or an autobiography (autobiographies are an account of a person’s life by that person). The book you select must be at least 300 pages not including notes, forwards, introductions, pictures, title pages and bibliographies. For biographies the book must contain a detailed notes or bibliography section and must be based on scholarly research. 

The book must also contain information regarding the entire life of a person, or at least, their life when they were influential. For example: a book about the assassination of Abraham Lincoln would be inappropriate. However, a book about his presidency or political career would be appropriate. 
ACTIVITIES: Research and choose two biographies or autobiographies that you would like to report on. I must approve all book choices prior to you beginning your report. You must send me an Amazon link to your book for approval or bring the physical copy to class. 
In your essay you must:

· (1/3 of your paper) Provide a summary of your person’s life. If you book only discusses a portion of their life you must provide an accurate summary of the potions that are discussed. 

· (2/3 of your paper) Separate from the summary but still flowing in the idea / connection of your paper – paragraphs and organization does not have to be in this order.

· Explain what makes this person so influential or special in American history. Not simply what they did, but what their historical influence and their impact is / was on American society / thought or culture. 
· Discuss any changes you noticed in the ideals or morals of your selected person throughout their lives. Determine, by thinking of their lives and their experiences, what might have influenced that change. 
· Discuss any continuities you noticed in the ideals or morals of your selected person throughout their lives. Determine, by thinking of their lives and their experiences, what might have made such an ideal everlasting. 

· What does it mean to be courageous in the context of your selected person? Was this person a courageous leader? What does it take to have courage; did your person have that?

· What challenges did your person face throughout their lives that may have influenced either who they are or who they became. Think critically about the influence others have had on their lives. Who did they aspire to be? Who did they see themselves as? 
· Fully discuss who this person ‘was’ in your eyes. What made them special, what made you interested in choosing them as someone to learn about? Be honest about your choice and really think critically about what it is about this person that you admire or you aspire to be like. What made them special to you? 
DUE DATE:  
1. Your first book choice will be due September 30th 

2. Your rough draft will be due by November 30th 
a. This does not have to be a complete paper. I want to see that you’ve been reading your book and you’ve started to write about what you have read so far. You’ll need to provide at least an introduction / a few body paragraphs and a detailed and in depth outline of what you expect the remainder of your paper to contain (you may need to skim the remainder of your book to get an idea as to the contents of what you haven’t read yet). 
b. We will review your outline individually and it will be graded. 

3. Your final draft will be due on January 6th
4. Your second book selection is due on February 9th  

5. Your send rough draft is due on April 30th.
6. Your second final draft is due on May 26th 
GRADING:

1. Your book selections will count as two homework assignments

2. Your rough drafts will count as a single quiz grade

3. Your final draft will count as TWO test grades
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Throughout the year you will be periodically assigned extra 2-3 page written assignments. These assignments can take the form of extra Document Based Questions, Research Questions or overall essay and critical thinking essay questions. 
Please be prepared to write up to three extra papers per quarter. 
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Throughout the year students in both standard and honors classes will be assigned Document Based Questions from “The DBQ Project – Document Based Questions in American History” Workbook. Honors students will always utilize the long version of these DBQ’s and incorporate ALL documents, from the long version, into their work. For this continual assignment students will be required to use between 15 and 17 documents at times when a college prep student is utilizing 9 to 10. 
